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The bishops of Nigeria's Ibadan ecclesial province recently launched two books
addressing marriage and family life within the country, drawing particular attention to the
respect for human life from conception to natural death.

According to CEO Africa, the book launch took place at the John Paul II Centre at the
University of Ibadan. The occasion featured various speakers, and included a prayer for
the family, a choir, and a “eulogy of God” presentation.

The two books presented at the event were titled Marriage and Family: the
Teachings of the Catholic Church, and A Catechism on Human Life: from
Conception to Natural Death. The books were penned by the bishops of the Ibadan
province in an effort to support and strengthen marriage and family life within the
country.

 

The event was chaired by Dr. Juliana Iyabo Olusanmi, who said the books served as an
“eye-opener” to the various issues surrounding married and family life. She also noted
that the books are aimed at correcting “moral values in the society which will further
preserve the sanctity and dignity of human life.”

 

Among those in attendance at the book launch were Archbishop Gabriel 'Leke Abegunrin
of Ibadan, his five suffragan bishops, and Adedotun Aremu Gbadebo III, who is Alake, or
king, of the Egba, a Yoruba clan.

 

Archbishop Abegunrin addressed those gathered, emphasizing unity within the nation.
He also pointed to the books as resources to boost the quality of family life and strong
marriages – not only within Nigeria, but also around the globe.
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Others commenting on the books, including Fr. Michael Banjo, saw them as ways to fight
against the practice of abortion and contraception within the country, which he said
threatens the sanctity of human life. He also applauded the books’ sections on same-
sex marriage and their defense of human dignity.
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