
Cardinal Tauran commended to God in Requiem Mass at St Peter's
 Catholic.net

  

Cardinal Angelo Sodano pronounced the homily for the Requiem Mass for Cardinal Jean-
Louis Tauran, which was celebrated on Thursday in St Peter’s Basilica.

  

Cardinal Tauran died on Thursday 5 July, after a long battle with Parkinson’s disease. In
his homily, Cardinal Sodano recalled Tauran as a man “who courageously served
Christ’s holy Church, despite the burden of his illness.” At the time of his death, Tauran
was President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue, and Camerlengo of
the Holy Roman Church.

 

The homily also focused on the Beatitudes which, he said, “always illuminated the life of
our dearly departed brother, like bright stars along his journey.” He cited the famous
words of St Augustine, “Lord, we do not complain because you have taken him away
from us; rather, we thank you for having given him to us.”

 

Cardinal Sodano said, “For many years I witnessed the great apostolic spirit of the late
Cardinal, in the long years of common service to the Holy See, and I will keep a grateful
memory of it forever.” Cardinal Tauran, he said, was a great example of “a priest, a
Bishop, a Cardinal” who dedicated his whole life to the service of the Church; and more
recently especially to “dialogue with all men of good will.” In this way, Sodano
concluded, Cardinal Tauran lived out the words of Vatican II’s Gaudium et spes: “Since
God the Father is the origin and purpose of all men, we are all called to be brothers.
Therefore, if we have been summoned to the same destiny, human and divine, we can
and we should work together without violence and deceit in order to build up the world in
genuine peace.”
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