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Canonized:         24 May 1450 by Pope Nicholas V
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St. Bernardine, a true disciple of St. Francis, and an admirable preacher of the word of
God, inflamed with the most ardent love of our divine Redeemer, was made by God an
instrument to kindle the same holy fire in innumerable souls, and to inspire them with his
spirit of humility and meekness. He was born at Massa in 1380, of the noble family of
Albizeschi, in the republic of Sienna. He lost his mother when he was but three years old,
and his father, who was chief magistrate of Massa, before he was seven. The care of his
education devolved on a virtuous aunt called Diana who infused into his tender soul
ardent sentiments of piety towards God, and a tender devotion to his blessed Mother.

 

At seventeen years of age he enrolled himself in the confraternity of Our Lady in the
hospital of Scala, to serve the sick. Here he began with new vigor to tame his flesh by
severe fasts, watchings, hair-shirts, disciplines, and other austerities; but he applied
himself more to the interior mortification of his will, which rendered him always most mild,
sweet, patient, and affable to every one.
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